The Cave Invertebrate Specialist Group (CISG) is a global network of experts working on organisms associated to karst and caves. Our goal is to contribute to increase the knowledge of these animals and plants extremely rich in narrow endemics, and to promote conservation action through red-listing moistly focused on species under threats like limestone quarrying or water pollution.
Main activities by Key Priority Area (2016 & 2017) Barometer of life L Red List i. We have completed assessments of 31 cave invertebrates and three plants from limestone caves of Hon Chong hills in Viet Nam, probably the most threatened karst on the planet. The assessments have involved nine specialists due to the diversity of concerned groups. (KSR #1) 
2016-2017 Report
Targets for the quadrennium 2017-2020 
Barometer of life

Communications
Communication: depending on available energies (1) develop own website;
(2) develop virtual library in own website.
Research activities: preparing a special issue of a taxonomic journal (Raffles Bulletin of Zoology, Singapore) in the honour of Tony Whitten.
Scientific meetings: participation at the 21st International Conference on Subterranean Biology, including two communications, one poster and a meeting on conservation issues in subterranean habitats.
Synergy: setting a network of regional contact persons for identifying and dealing with regional issues.
Increasing diversity of SSC
Membership: diversify membership for coverage of all subterranean invertebrate groups and all subterranean habitats.
Projected impact for the quadrennium
2017-2020
Most cave-restricted and many deep soil species are narrow endemics and vulnerable to disturbance, but very few have been evaluated so far. During the 2017-2020 quadrennium, Red List assessment by CISG will increase significantly, with focus on the most critical sites on earth. This will allow to provide validated information to medias, to stakeholders and to companies at the origin of the most important threats on this fauna. They will have full knowledge of the impact of their local activities on these biotas. A complementary objective will be to integrate, when possible, basic guidelines about the preservation of highly endemic cave-related fauna in the environmental policy of public and private companies, in first line quarrying companies.
